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kept back half the books. A few years after this one Auguste Pacho,
acting at Cureton's suggestion, completely cleared the rest., and sold
most to the Treasury for the Museum in 1847. But he in his turn
swindled the purchasers, selling volumes on his way to England, and
the final instalment was only bought by the Museum some years
later. (For a note on the collection, see below, pp. 295-6.)
Forshall had before leaving the Department catalogued the Syriac
and Karshuni MSS. from the Rich collection. The vast new acces-
sions now made were not to appear in a published catalogue till
Wright's of 1873; but Cureton (while engaged on the first Arabic
Catalogue, which came out in 1847-52), had the fundamental task
of sorting and identifying the fragments in which the Nitrian MSS.
arrived at the Museum. When he entered the Museum he knew no
Syriac, but became a master of the tongue, and made many important
discoveries in the collection. His claim that the Nitrian copy of the
Epistles of St. Ignatius to Polycarp, the Ephesians and the Romans is
the only authentic text, over which controversy was vigorously con-
ducted, has been given up; but the fragments of an unknown Syriac
version of the Gospels, which he published, known as "the Curetonian
Gospels," hold the place he gave them. He also found and edited for the
Trustees a palimpsest copy of a large fragment of the Iliad (see p. 274).
In  1836 Forshall had told the Parliamentary Committee that
there were in the Department some 4,000 uncatalogucd MSS., and
that it was difficult to find anything. The next fifteen years or so were
to see most arrears cleared off. Music and maps, Syriac, 'Arabic and
Ethiopic, the Arundel MSS,, the Additional from 1836 to 1853,
and the few papyri, were represented by published catalogues 3 and
though the gap in the Additional between Ayscough's catalogue of
1783 and 1835 remained (as it still remains) uncovered, an Index
published in 1849 went part of the way, and Madden mentioned as
undescribed in 1848 only a number of the Indian MSS. Meanwhile,
though in the ten years from 1838 and 1847 seven thousand MSS.
had come in, the eternal task of folioing went on, the Lansdowne
being only finished in i86o.19 And Madden, besides his private work
on the text of Wyclif, made much progress with the slow and difficult
restoration of the burned Cotton fragments.
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